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Introduction 


Bhopal of Madhya Pradesh is one of the places known for Jharokha with Madhubani painting. The land of Madhya 
Pradesh is steeped in distinctive traits of art and culture. Glorious temples, magnificent palaces, divine poets like 
Kalidas, musical masters like Tansen, Biju Baora, political prodigies -Vikramaditya, Raja Bhoja, Rani Durgawati and 
many more are the pride of this place. This place is always known for its rich heritage and classical tradition of 
music and dance. Madhya Pradesh is known as the Heart of India not only for its center position but also for its 
cultural vividness. 


Artisan Pooja from Bhopal was interested in art from her childhood and she has pursued a bachelor of fine arts 
and attended many examinations related to arts and received certificates; as per her interest, she developed the 
skills in Madhubani painting, murals, miniatures and organic paintings. After her marriage when she wanted to 
start a business she decided to work on Jharokha with Madhubani painting where Jharokha belongs to Rajasthan. 
Her idea was to portray two different states in one particular painting. She is well recognized for the invention of 
the new concept of combining two different traditions together. 


Jharokha 

Jharokha is a type of enclosed balcony, which is most commonly seen in the architecture of Rajasthan. The 
Jharokha is a stone window projecting from the wall face of a building, in an upper story, overlooking a street, 
market, court or any other open space. The projected balcony is an essential element of Rajasthan architecture, 
both as a decoration and as a viewing platform. Jharokhas are mainly used in palaces, Havelis and temples. 


Madhubani Painting 

Madhubani painting is originally from the village Madhubani and Mithila in Bihar. This painting is done on vari- 
ous mediums such as cloth, handmade paper, and canvas. The themes followed are basically of Indian traditional 
figures like Hindu deities such as Krishna, Ram, Shiva, Durga, Lakshmi, and also the painting of nature. Vibrant 
and bold colors are used in this painting work and the theme is drawn in a style of traditional geometric patterns. 
Scenes of royal courts and social events such as the celebration of the wedding are also beautifully depicted in 
Madhubani paintings. Some of the main characteristics of all the Madhubani paintings are double line border, 
decorative floral patterns, abstract-like figures of deities and bulging eyes of the figures. 
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The artisan Pooja involved in the painting process. 
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A traditional Madhubani painting of elephant. A traditional lady, painted in Madhubani style. 
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Artisans who work on the madhubani painting. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Tools and raw materials that are used for Jharokha with Madhubani painting: 

¢ Chalk Powder: It is the basic raw material used to make the clay. 

¢ Synthetic Adhesive: It is used to mix with chalk powder to make clay dough. 

¢ Water. It is used to mix with chalk powder and adhesive in process of making clay. 

¢ Acrylic Paint/ Oil Paint: It is used to paint both Jharokha and Madhubani paintings. 

¢ Brushes: It is used to paint the Madhubani figures and Jharokha. 

* Varnish: It is used to apply oil-based paints as a final touch. 

* Board: It is a basic raw material used in the making of Jharokha. 

¢ Handmade Paper/Canvas: It is a basic raw material used in the making of Madhubani paintings. 


¢ Pencil: It is used to draw the figure and design on board and paper. 


Acrylic colors are used to paint. 
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Canvas sheet that is used to do madhubani painting. 


Black ink is used to do the outlines. 


A set of stationery used to draw the figures. 
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Set of brushes. . - — A bowl of Chalk powder. 
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Chalk power is mixed with fevicol and glue to make a Brown fabric color used to get wood effect. 
paste. 
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Making Process 


Madhubani Painting: 


The art of Madhubani requires practice and skill. In the older days making Madhubani artwork required simple 
raw materials, which are easily located in the village such as bamboo sticks, and cotton. Firstly the cotton is 
wrapped around a bamboo stick to serving as a brush. Then the brush is dipped in colors and applied to the fab- 
ric. The outline was done with double lines. The gaps between the two lines are filled with the cross or straight 
lines. In those days vegetable colors were used to make the Madhubani painting. 


But in the current scenario, the Madhubani artist uses colors, which are easily available in the market, and this 
makes the work easy for them. Initially, the making of Madhubani start by choosing the figure and on the canvas 
the figure is drawn using the freehand technique. The main characteristics of all the Madhubani paintings are 
double line border, decorative floral patterns, abstract figures of deities and bulging eyes of the figures. Once the 
figure is completed. The bright colors are chosen and paint is then filled inside the figure and glittering paints are 
used to paint the zari or borders of the figure. Then the outlines will be given to the figure later. Usually, borders 
are given to the Madhubani painting; borders will be of double lines filled with either paint or patterns. 


Once the painting is completed it is then fixed in between the Two-dimensional frame. The Jharokha is made in 
such a way that the Madhubani painting, which is done on paper or canvas, has to be fixed between the Jharokha 
and this is how the Jharokha with the Madhubani painting gets complete. 
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1. Initiaily Gesign is drawn on board. 


2, Clay is made by mixing the chalk 
powder, fevicol and water proportionately. 


3. Two-dimensional jharokha designs are made by 
filling the clay over the design drawn on the board. 


4, Two-dimensional jharokha designs ara made by 
rolling the clay into various sizes and crafting It 
acooanming ta tha design 


5. Once the jharokha two-dimensional frame 
I5 ready, it Is ihen painted with Specie colors. 


6. Then the frame ls painted with oll-based 
paints and finally coated with varnish. 


7. Once the frame is ready, Madhubani painting is 
made by drawing the figure on canvas. 


8. It is then painted using Bright Acrylic/oll paints. 


5. Glittaring palnis are used to paint the zari 
or borders of the figure. 


10, Gnce the painting Is completed it Is 
then fixed In between the /harokha frame 


Jharokha with Madhubani Painting 
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Artisan taking reference and begins to draw on the Eye part of the figure is being drawn. 
canvas sheet. 
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Artisan involved in the process of painting. The background color is being applied. 
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Zari designs are marked with yellow color. A completed madhubani painting is showcased by the 
artist. 
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Jharokha Art: 


Initially selection of the figure is made and before starting with the Madhubani painting, first the background 
has to be made which is Jharokha and the Jharokha is designed according to the painting have to be made. The 
design of the Jharokha is designed then the design is drawn on board and these boards are then cut into the 
required shape. Once the Board is ready with the shape, clay work begins. Most common figures are preferred by 
Hindu deities, flora and fauna, and social events such as weddings and festivals. 


Initially on the board, the design is drawn for the reference purpose. Newspapers are then soaked in a water for 
few minutes and once it is properly soaked in water it is then crushed and used as the base to begin with the clay 
work. Two-dimensional Jharokha designs are made by rolling the clay into various sizes and crafting it according 
to the design. This clay mixture is made by mixing the chalk powder, synthetic adhesive and water. By mixing 
these three mixtures proportionately dough is made. This Jharokha art with Madhubani painting is made using 
the board. And these traditional artworks are painted using Acrylic paints and oil paints. 


The board is made in such a way that the Madhubani painting, which is done on the paper or canvas, has to be 
fixed between the Jharokha and this is how the Jharokha with Madhubani painting gets completed. 


Once the Jharokha two-dimensional frame is ready, it is then painted with oil-based paints. After the paint is 
dried, it is then coated with varnish so that it will get resistant to water so that it can be washed with water. 
Jharokha are generally made using waterproof materials. 


Paper is soaked in water for sometime to make it soft. 
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Fevicol is applied to the base and squashed paper is 
used to do a relief work. 


Chalk powder is mixed with gum to make a paste. 
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The detailing is done with a help of sculpting tool. Jharoka frame is left for drying. 
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Primer is applied as the first coat on the frame. Brown fabric color is used to paint the frame. 
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The rene is completed and left for seine, | The madhubani painting is fixed to the Jharoka frame. 
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Products 


Jharokha with Madhubani artwork is an invention of Mrs. Pooja who is from Bhopal city. Where Jharokha is from 
Rajasthan and Madhubani painting belongs to Bihar. The idea behind this was to portray two different states in 
one particular artwork. Jharokha with Madhubani paintings are pretty and well recognized for their distinct style 
of painting. Colorful and vivid in its description and get, this artwork is well appreciated by one and all. This piece 
of art adds a dash of vibrancy to the room and enhances its appeal when used as a home décor item. The price 
of the artwork is depended on the size of the Jharokha, medium and the paint used. It starts from INR 3,000 and 
goes up to INR.25,000. 
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A Madhubani painting of Krishna and Balaram in the chariot. 
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A painting of Krishna Leela with the jharokha frame. 


A Madhubani painting of Goddess durga, beautifully 
completed with flat color. 
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Madhubani elephant done with minimal colors and thin brush strokes. 
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Video 


Jharokha with Madhubani Painting 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Professor Bibhudutta Baral and Manasa K. H. at NID, Bengaluru 
You can get in touch with him at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 


Ms. Pooja Yadav, 
Senior Artist 

My Art House, Bhopal, 
Madhya Pradesh 

India 

Mobile: 09755559095 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at] gmail.com 


